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MANAWATŪ-WHANGANUI REGIONAL COUNCIL 

RESOURCE CONSENT: APP-2013016147.00  

STORMWATER DISCHARGE FROM THE WHANGANUI PRISON,  

PAURI ROAD, KAITOKE  

MINUTE 4 OF INDEPENDENT HEARING PANEL 
 

 

 
 
1. In Minute 3 (dated September 2020), we indicated that a further revised hearing 

date was to be set after receiving responses from numerous parties regarding the 
difficulties in proceeding with a hearing in late September/early October.  One of 
the key reasons for revising the hearing date was to accommodate a delay to the 
receipt of a Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA).  The CIA is a statutory requirement 
that the Manawatū-Whanganui Regional Council (MWRC) requested as part of a 
s92 further information request.  
 

2. Accordingly, by letter and email dated 15 September, the MWRC gave notice that 
the hearing would commence on 17 November 2020.  Our Minute 3 also indicated 
that we would set out a programme for the sequential circulation of evidence 
leading up to that hearing date. 
 

3. It remains the intention of the Panel that the hearing commences on 17 November. 
However, in order to commit resources to that date and to secure an evidence pre-
circulation programme, we do require certainty as to when the CIA will be received.  
Sufficient time is required from the receipt of the CIA to enable the following 
actions: 

 

 MWRC reporting staff to incorporate and reference the information in the 
CIA into an addendum to the s42A report 

 5 working days from this time for the applicant to produce and file its expert 
evidence with the Council 

 A further 5 working days from that point for any submitters calling expert 
evidence to lodge it with the Council.   

 
4. This roughly equates to around 15-20 workings days, and at this point in time the 

hearing is scheduled to occur in approximately 25 working days’ time which does 
not provide much ‘wiggle room’ for further delays.   

 
5. To achieve an orderly and considered lead up to the hearing, the CIA needs to be 

lodged with the Council no later than the week of 12 October (and earlier if possible)    
Failure to achieve that timeframe will jeopardise the hearing date and evidence 
circulation programme such that a new date for the hearing will need to be selected.  
This will be very unfortunate and would be contrary to our duties under section 21 
of the RMA to avoid unreasonable delay.  
 

6. To this end, whilst previous indications have been that the CIA would be available 
this month, we have not had any update on this.  Accordingly, we request both the 
applicant and the person/s developing the CIA provide an update on the status of 
the CIA and its intended delivery date to the Hearings Administrator by the end of 
this week; being 2 October 2020.   
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7. The above aside, and for the purposes of clarification, our delegations from the 

MWRC relate solely to the application to which this Minute relates; namely  
APP- 2013016147.00 - stormwater discharge from the Whanganui Prison.  We are 
aware that the applicant has also lodged applications relating to the discharge of 
wastewater from that facility however we have no jurisdiction in relation to those 
applications. This may be relevant to the content of the CIA. 
 
 

 
 
DATED this 28th day of September 2020  
 

 
_________________ 
DJ McMahon  
Hearing Panel Chair   
Independent Hearings Commissioner 
 
 
For and on behalf of:  
Commissioner S McGarry 
Commissioner L Burge  
Commissioner DJ McMahon 


